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M. Van Mulders, M. Everaert, V. Rogiers, B. Mertens

Monday 27th of March, 2023

Study Day Animal Welfare Leefmilieu Brussels

Brussels, Belgium



Launch of the RE-Place project



Can we replace animal testing?



New Approach Methodologies (NAMs) 

+ Many other innovative technologies!

In vitro 
Ex vivo

In chemico
assays

In silico
modeling

Alternative 
in vivo models 

HTTS & 
-omics



New Approach Methodologies (NAMs) 

+ Many other innovative technologies!
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“Innovative technologies in biomedical research 

and regulatory testing that 

avoid the direct use of live animals”



Challenges related to the use of NAMs

Development and use of NAMs is continuously evolving,
Leading to a lack of standardization and validation

Difficult to find relevant, reliable and up-to-date information

Need to centralize all available knowledge on alternatives

Lack of trust & training in (data obtained via) new technologies

Limited to no regulatory framework available



How far are we today?



Launch of the RE-Place project in Belgium

Collect the EXISTING EXPERTISE on 

conventional alternative methods and NAMs 

in Belgium in ONE CENTRAL DATABASE

All methods in which one has EXPERIENCE

 Developed and/or used

 One single step or a whole (research) strategy



Financing of the RE-Place project

JOINT PROJECT

Departments of Animal Welfare

Vlaamse Overheid
Departement Omgeving (Weyts)

Leefmilieu Brussel
Kabinet Clerfayt, Formerly Debaets



Coordination of RE-Place project

 Sciensano

 Risk and Health Impact Assessment

 Dr. Birgit Mertens

 Mieke Van Mulders

 Vrije Universiteit Brussel
 In Vitro Toxicology and Dermato-cosmetology

 Prof. Vera Rogiers

 Maude Everaert



RE-Place Steering Committee

Expertise in the field of NAMs



History of the RE-Place project
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RE-Place template
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Collaboration with Brussels Environment

Nancy Liodo Missigba
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 Pilot Study with the template

 Development of the online tool

 Integration in the website
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Promoting the project & collecting expertise
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Survey on the use of 
the RE-Place platform
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Develop new promotional material
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Launch of new features
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Press release 
Letter of the minister
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New scientific collaborator 
for the Brussels region

Maude Everaert
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Expanding the scientific impact

2017

2018

2021
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2019

2020

> 50 meetings

3 international presentations



Current status



Current status of the RE-Place database

www.RE-Place.be >230

28

159



Current status of the RE-Place database: 27 organisations

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2
2
2

3
3

5
5

8
9

10
11

16
40

51
54

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

OHMX.bio

Belgian Nuclear Research Centre

Cliniques universitaires Saint-Luc, UCLouvain

Vives Hogeschool

Institut Jules Bordet

Interuniversitair Micro-Electronica Centrum (IMEC)

ProDigest

FEops

Institute of Tropical Medicine

CellSine

Thomas More University of Applied Sciences

Straticell

Institut national de la recherche agronomique (INRAE)

VIB-UGent

Kantify

Liège Université

Janssen Pharma of JNJ

Instituut voor Landbouw-, Visserij- en Voedingsonderzoek (ILVO)

Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB)

VIB KU Leuven

University of Antwerp (UAntwerp)

Université Catholique de Louvain (UCL)

Hasselt University (UHasselt)

Vlaamse Instelling voor Technologisch Onderzoek (VITO)

Sciensano

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (KUL)

Ghent University (UGent)

Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB)



Current status of the RE-Place database: top 5 organisations
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Future prospects



Continue our activities



Promote existing knowledge



Upcoming events

Study days Educational webinars

2023

Contact us via info@RE-Place.be

Register via www.RE-Place.be

Joint symposium



Promote existing expertise

Learn more

RE-Place: knowledge sharing platform on NAMs

www.RE-Place.be info@RE-Place.be 


