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Non-technical project summaries:
 Layman language summary of the authorised project, which 

presents the project following the project evaluation carried out by 
CA

Updates to the NTS with the results of RA (RAR):
 Layman language summary of the results of the retrospective 

assessment carried out by CA

Two key documents for the public
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Non-technical project summaries 
(NTS)

“To improve transparency and understanding of the reasons animals are 
still needed, objective information should be made publicly available.”

Authorised projects:

• Information on the objectives of the project, including the predicted 
harm and benefits and the number and types of animals to be 
used

• A demonstration of compliance with the requirement of 
replacement, reduction and refinement
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Content of NTS

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020D0569&from=ENLaboratory animals and alternatives: the way forward

27th of March 2023

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020D0569&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020D0569&from=EN
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/envdataportal/web/resources/alures/submission/nts/list

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/envdataportal/web/resources/alures/submission/nts/list


Guidance document
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/pdf/posters/Non-Technical_Project_Summaries_EN_556755452.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/pdf/posters/Non-Technical_Project_Summaries_EN_556755452.pdf


• To assist scientists on drafting quality NTS  

• Expanded format from 2013 endorsed working document:
• Introduction
• Legal background
• Benefits of NTSs
• General guidance
• Specific guidance (template headings)
• Illustrative examples (good + poor quality)

Objective and document structure

Laboratory animals and alternatives: the way forward
27th of March 2023



Specific guidance

The document in more detail
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Identification of common 
errors or misunderstandings



Specific guidance
The document in more detail
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Guidance + examples



Specific guidance
The document in more detail
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Guidance + examples
How to avoid common 
errors



Specific guidance

The document in more detail
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Most procedures end with the 
animals being killed and it is 
important to explain to the 
general public why this is 
necessary



• 10 illustrative examples (5 good and 5 bad) in most common 
areas of research and type of projects

• 1. Basic research
• 2. Translational and applied research
• 3. Regulatory testing
• 4. Education and training
• 5. Genetically altered animals

Examples
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• Projects on several species
Mice, fish, chicken, ferrets, rabbit, pigs or cattle

• Single and multiple step procedures

• Animals kept alive or killed and the reasons why

• Examples include projects of each type of severity  

Examples
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Example
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Example
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Example
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Example
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Example
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Example
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Example
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Example
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• The objective is to develop a guidance document on the update 
of the NTS to include the Retrospective Assessment Results 
(RAR).

• Target audience: Competent Authorities tasked with the RA 
using the new template defined in Annex I Part B of 
the Decision 2020/569/EU.

 The focus is not on the process of RA
 Meaningful information on the findings of RA

RAR Guidance Document
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• Introduction

• Legal background

• Content and publication of the RAR to update the NTS

• Benefits of publishing the RAR

• Guidance for the drafting of the RAR

• Guidance on the content to be included in the template

• Appendices

Content of the draft guidance
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• Appendix I – Template of RAR for NTS update
• Appendix II – Illustrative examples of RAR (good and bad quality)

1. Projects using non-human primates
2. Severe procedure
3. Other reasons

• Appendix III – List of MS where NTS update with RAR is 
mandatory (status of 2022)

Appendices
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Expected endorsement in 2023 



Thank you for your attention!
More information at:

https://ec.europa.eu/animals-in-science

The views expressed in this presentation are solely those of the presenter and do not 
reflect the official view of the European Commission.

Logo photograph © Novo Nordisk

patri.vergara@uab.cat
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